Review of disaster definitions.
Researchers need accurate, explicit definitions of terms in order to discuss, search for or identify the consequences of any particular phenomenon. The term "disaster" is no exception. The many definitions used for definition of disaster are outlined in general and by the discipline using them in this paper. Although the definitions used still seem somewhat specific to the discipline, there is one common element accepted by all: a disaster is seen to occur at a well-defined and easily identified time. It is not feasible to formulate a universally acceptable definition of disaster that will satisfy all practitioners, but common and agreed upon definitions must be formulated in the various fields and areas concerned with disasters, and where there exist recognizable, common sets of objectives.